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Visual Artists’ Workspace Minor Capital Scheme 2010
Guidelines for Applicants
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	Visual Artists Ireland 

37 north Great George’s Street, Dublin 1
T: +353 1 8722296

Web: http:www.visualartists.ie 
Web: http://www.printedproject.com
Web: http://www.thecommonroom.net
Facebook: Visual Artists Ireland
Twitter: VisArtsIreland

Visual Artists Ireland is funded by the Arts Council /An Chomhairle Ealaíon and The Arts Council of Northern Ireland. Visual Artists Ireland is the trading name of the Sculptors’ Society of Ireland Ltd. Registered Charity No. CHY9629



Guidelines for applicants

Visual Artists Ireland on behalf of The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and in partnership with the Arts Council invites applications for grants towards the cost of equipment and small maintenance or repair projects. On foot of the Arts Council’s recent policy ‘Visual Artists’ Workspaces – A New Approach’, where capital grants to visual artists’ workspaces were outlined as a priority, the Department recognises the extent of legitimate need for capital investment in visual art workspaces at the present time. The 2010 scheme is administered by Visual Artists Ireland on behalf of The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and in partnership with the Arts Council

How much will be awarded?


The scheme will award capital grants of up to €15,000 to purchase essential equipment, such as computers, or to undertake essential maintenance or repairs. The total fund available is up to €140,000.

Purpose of grants

· To enable visual artists’ workspaces to acquire equipment needed to further their objectives in promoting the arts.

· Equipment can be intended either for arts-related purposes such as technical equipment or technical equipment for a studio / workspace or for administrative purposes, typically computers or other office equipment. Grants may be sought for a combination of both these purposes. (These examples are provided for illustrative purposes only. They are not intended to constitute a complete list).

· To enable visual artists’ workspaces to undertake essential maintenance or minor repairs.

Who may apply?

· The scheme is open to all visual artists’ workspaces run by groups/ collectives or organisations 
Applications from consortia or co-operatives (of organisations or artists) will be particularly welcomed e.g. for the purchase of shared office equipment. 
Who cannot apply? 

· The scheme is not open to individual artists.


Conditions

Essential Information and conditions of funding

· The amount that may be applied for is up to €15,000 towards the purchase of equipment or maintenance/ repairs or a combination of the two.

· Applications for amounts greater than this will be considered ineligible.

· Grants received through this scheme may only be used towards capital costs – i.e. cost of equipment and small maintenance or repair projects 

· Day to day running costs cannot be applied for under this funding scheme

· Funding is not available for public programmes such as exhibitions/events under this funding scheme

· One application only per organisation/group will be accepted

· A list of studio members must be supplied by the applicant

· A health and safety statement must be in place that complies with legal and statutory requirements 

· A Child Protection policy must be in place if your organisation works with children

· All grants are offered subject to the availability of funds

· Successful applicants must acknowledge the support of The Department of Tourism, Culture and Sport and the Arts Council
· Applicant organisations must be constituted on a not-for-profit basis

· Funding will not be offered retrospectively, and expenditure should only go ahead on receipt of a letter of grant offer
· Applications must be accompanied by  quotations from suppliers/ contractors

· Value Added Tax is not applicable to organisations that are currently registered for VAT. Such organisations are obliged to apply for minor capital funding exclusive of VAT. Organisations not currently registered for VAT should include the full amount inclusive of VAT

· Any offer of funding must be drawn down by 31 March  2011.
· Successful applicant draw-downs must be accompanied by certified receipts. 
Assessment 
Applications for funding will be assessed on a competitive basis according to the set of criteria outlined below. All applications are assessed competitively in the context of other applications and available resources. The Department and the Arts Council will use their judgement in determining how best to prioritise the use of available funding. Assessment of applications will be undertaken by a panel which includes at least two external assessors with relevant visual arts expertise and a representative from The Arts Council 

Assessment Criteria

Priority will be given to workspaces that demonstrate the following:

· Studio members are professional visual artists

· Studio members are actively partaking in exhibitions, programming and projects

· Evidence of appropriate non-financial supports for visual artists

· Evidence of the need for this specific provision in the locality/region

· A governance structure appropriate to the management of the workspaces i.e. skills based committee or board structure 

Applicants must show evidence:

· That there is a clear need for the equipment or maintenance/ repair work

· That the proposed expenditure is realistic and has been well-researched

· That the proposed expenditure reflects good value for money

· That any items to be acquired are of good quality

· That funding will be directed towards the support of high quality, professional arts practice

In addition, applicants must demonstrate:

· The extent to which the proposed grant is needed to assist the organisation in realising its stated objectives.

· Demonstration of unique potential or a track record in the provision of workspace for visual artists 

· The amount of funding for the proposed expenditure secured from other sources.

Deadline for applications

Applications, to be completed on the attached application form in hard copy and electronic format (Word format) must be received no later than 5.30 pm on Thursday 30 September 2010 at 

Visual Artists’ Workspace Minor Capital Scheme 2010
Visual Artists Ireland

37 North Great Georges Street

Dublin 1

Email: info@visualartists.ie

Applications received after this time will be deemed ineligible.
