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Commissioners:  
 
ACARD Limited, A Cahersiveen Community Development Company  

Marina Offices, the Pier, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry, Ireland 
Telephone 066 9472777 Fax 066 9472993 

E-mail:  acardsiveen@gmail.com 

 
Brief: 
 
ACARD invites submissions from Artists to create a monument in honour of Daniel 
O’Connell. 
 
The commissioners wish to honour Daniel O’Connell in his native Cahersiveen by means 
of a public space/sculpture/monument.  
 
The structure shall take a central prime position in the centre of the town, utilising a section 
of the church grounds as shown in the proposed location photos on page 3 and 4. (Existing 
wall and street light will be removed/re-aligned) 
 
The scale and type of monument is not restricted and may be traditional or contemporary. 
 
It should not distract from the church building but rather enhance the overall view and 
streetscape of the location. The artwork should capture the imagination of the public and 
tourists alike and offer the opportunity for interaction and reflection and become an iconic 
“must see” monument on the famous Ring of Kerry route. 
 
The commissioners ACARD, with a background in developing and progressing community 
initiatives are actively sourcing funds for this project. The total budget for the commission 
inclusive of all costs: artist fees, material, insurance, VAT, tax, transport and site works is 
€100,000. 
 
Submissions: 
Submissions must include the following: 

x  A full Artists CV  

x Examples of previous work (NB -detailing client, scale of work, materials used, budget 
and timeframe of delivery). 

x Detailed Artistic depiction of the monument and proposed concept to the 
commissioners. This may include detailed sketches/ or other relevant art form 
submission such as DVDs etc. displaying the proposal from all angles, you may wish to 
include a ‘to scale’ maquette.  

x  A detailed budget breakdown, inclusive of all costs, including tax and insurance costs, 
material costs, artist fee, transport and site costs.  

x Submissions should also include for Information plaque adjacent to the work detailing 
title of work and year. 

x Tax Clearance Access Number and PPSN/ Tax reference number (TRN)  

x Details of Public Liability Insurance cover indemnifying (minimum €6.5 million). 
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Other points of note 
 
* The commissioners request that that the submission display cognisance of security 

issues, in particular long-term security and maintenance. 
* The public nature of the location must be taken into consideration in the long-term 

durability of the commission. 
* All submissions must comply with relevant Health and Safety regulations. 
 
Site visit can be accommodated on request 
 

All submissions along with the completed attached application form to:   

“Daniel O’Connell Monument”, 
ACARD,  
Marina Offices, The Pier,  
Cahersiveen,  
Co. Kerry, Ireland 
 
Deadline for receipt of submissions is 5pm on June 30th, 2017. 
 

Late submissions or email submissions will not be considered for this competition. 
 
All queries in writing/email to  
Marina Offices, The Pier, Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry, Ireland 
Fax 066 9472993 
E-mail:  acardsiveen@gmail.com 
 

The winning application will be chosen by a panel of specially appointed judges with 
agreement of the commissioners. The panel will comprise of two members of the 
community development group, a representative from the contributing funders, a 
representative from the county council and an independent professional artist.  
 
 
Note: 
The Commissioners reserve the right to award the commission directly to an Artist 
following submissions to this call, reserve the right to call a second stage competition of 
shortlisted applicants, and reserve the right not commission from this call. 
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Site Map with proposed location 
 

 
 
 
Street view facing west: 
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Close up view of proposed location (facing west) 
 

 
 
 
Close up view of proposed location from side (facing north) 
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Daniel O’Connell Background: 
 
Daniel O’Connell was born in Cahersiveen, Co. Kerry, on 6th August 1775. 
He died 15th May 1847 in Genoa, Italy, while on a pilgrimage to Rome at the age of 71 
 
Achievements  
Often referred to as The Liberator or The Emancipator, he was an Irish political leader in 
the first half of the 19th century. He studied at Douai in France and was admitted as 
a barrister to Lincoln's Inn in 1794, transferring to Dublin's King's Inns two years later. In 
his early years, he became acquainted with the pro-democracy radicals of the time and 
committed himself to bringing equal rights and religious tolerance to his own country. 
During the early 1830s O'Connell was elected as a representative for his native Kerry to the 
Houses of Parliament and led an Irish nationalist party in the House of Commons. 
O’Connell’s greatest achievement was the gaining in 1829 of Catholic Emancipation, that 
is, the right of a Catholic to take a seat in the British parliament without having to take an 
oath depreciatory of his religion. 
He achieved his goals not by violence, but through non-violent democratic activism  
 
Legacy 
O'Connell's philosophy and career have inspired leaders all over the world, 
including Mahatma Gandhi (1869–1948) and Martin Luther King (1929–1968). William 
Makepeace Thackeray (1811–1863) said to him "you have done more for your nation than 
any man since Washington ever did." William Gladstone (1809–1898) described him as 
"the greatest popular leader the world has ever seen." Honoré de Balzac (1799–1850) wrote 
that "Napoleon and O'Connell were the only great men the 19th century had ever 
seen." Jean-Henri Merle d'Aubigné (1794–1872) wrote that "the only man like Luther, in 
the power he wielded was O'Connell." William Grenville (1759–1834) wrote that "history 
will speak of him as one of the most remarkable men that ever lived." O'Connell met, 
befriended, and became a great inspiration to Frederick Douglass (1818–1895) a former 
American slave who became a highly influential leader of the abolitionist movement, social 
reformer, orator, writer and statesman. 
 
The principal street in the centre of Dublin was renamed O'Connell Street in his honour in 
the early 20th century after the Irish Free State came into being. His statue (made by the 
sculptor John Henry Foley, who also designed the sculptures of the Albert Memorial in 
London) stands at one end of the street. The main street of Limerick is also named after 
O'Connell, also with a statue at the end (in the centre of the Crescent). O'Connell Streets 
also exist   in Ennis, Sligo, Athlone, Kilkee, Clonmel and Waterford. 
 
The imposing church in the centre of Cahersiveen was named in his honour and is said to 
be the only Catholic Church in the world to be named after a layman rather than a religious 
figure. 
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COMMISSION APPLICATION FORM 
 
Please include a completed hardcopy of the application form with your proposal 
 
 
 
Name 
 

 

 
Email 
 

 

 
Telephone 
 

 

 
Address 
 

 

 
Are you registered for VAT?  
 

 

 
Project Budget (€) 
 

 

 
 
 
Please confirm you can provide a Tax Clearance Certificate if selected for the 
commission 
 

 

 
Please confirm that you will you provide Public Liability Insurance and other 
insurances that are required for the delivery of your project  
 

 

 
Confirmation that the proposed design is of the sole creation of the artist and that no 
other person has or will have any legal call on the work.  
 

 

 
Confirm your application includes: 

x Artists CV 
x Examples of previous work 
x Project Proposal 

 

 

 
 
Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: _____________ 


