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Public Art Commission 

 

Introduction 

 

The Board of Management, Principal, Staff and the wider school community are 
commissioning  site specific artworks under the Per cent for Art Scheme funded by 
the Department of Education and Skills, resulting from the recently completed 
extension to our school.  

 

Budget 

 

The total budget available to fund the site specific artworks, is €51,000. This is 
inclusive of all predicted costs, the artists’ expenses and V.A.T. The school 
community envisage one major artwork and perhaps two minor. The budget 
allocated to each will be appropriate size, scale and relative to the value of each 
piece.  

 

Our School 

 

Clonkeen College was founded by the Christian Brothers and began as St Joseph’s 
Private Preparatory School in September 1965. The building of the new secondary 
school and hall began in 1967. The first pupils, about 70 in number, were admitted in 
the autumn of 1967. Mr David Andrews T.D. who was Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Taoiseach at the time, officially opened the school on January 31st 1972 and his 
grace, Archbishop McQuaid of Dublin blessed it.  

The Christian Brothers formally established the Edmund Rice Schools Trust in June 
2008 and entrusted it to the task of ensuring that the mission of Edmund Rice will 
continue to find expression in the daily lives of their schools. 

 

 

 



 

School Mission Statement 

 

Clonkeen College is an all boys’ voluntary secondary school under the Trusteeship 
of the Edmund Rice School’s Trust (ERST). The ethos of the school is based upon 
the ERST Charter: The school promotes the personal, spiritual, physical, creative 
and intellectual development of its students. Its functions and institutions are based 
on respect for all members of the school community, students, parents and staff. It 
recognises the importance of each individual’s place and function and seeks to 
facilitate and encourage the active participation of each individual in the development 
of the school community. All students of the school, and their parents, are expected 
to conform to the school ethos, rules and policies. These key elements are 
encapsulated in the Mission Statement of our school: 

“Clonkeen is a voluntary Catholic secondary school, where each individual and 

group within the school community is encouraged and facilitated to contribute to the 

creation of a caring, supportive and inclusive educational environment, conducive to 

developing the diverse talents of all the participants.” (Mission Statement) 

         

 
 
 

 



 

Recent School Development 

 

This commision is a result of the recent development of our school. The school has 
increased in size, with the addition of an impressive development overseen by John 
O’Keefe Arcithects. This consisited of renovation to the extisting building, new sports 
hall, new changing rooms, new Special Needs Unit, new Art room, new Home 
Economics room, new Science laboratories, new school library, new offices, new 
reception, new staffroom, new classrooms, new toilets, extensive landscaping and 
develpoment of the surrounding school environs.  

 

 Architect John O’Keefe 

The architect that was awarded the contract for the recent school develpoment was 
John O’Keefe who states:  

O’Keeffe Architects is a design-based, award-winning, Architectural practice 
established by John O’Keeffe in 1991. We have a strong reputation for delivering 
commercial, educational, cultural, conservation and residential projects. We have 
unrivalled experience in the area of redevelopment of existing buildings on 
constrained sites. We are a design office with specialist expertise in planning law, 
contracts, sustainability and conservation. This expertise combined with our 
Architectural creativity allows us deliver excellent outcomes for our Clients. We are 
passionate about Architecture and its capacity to solve problems and provide 
beautiful solutions. 

John O’Keefe embraced the challenge of our deveplopment, he addressed the brief 
and brought our vision to fruition. The refurbishment to the existing build created a 
modern fuctional and aesthetically pleasing environment. Our extension facilitates 
the ever growing needs of our school community. The new space brought with it new 
specialtist base subject classrooms that enable our school to offer a wider choice of 
subjects. Our school is full of natural light, it is a contemporary space that 
compliments the environment in which it is situated. The use of glass connects the 
school visually to the outdoors. Thanks to the dedication and commitment of school 
management the high grade materials used, along with the carefully considered 
finishes, helped to deliver a polished end product.    

 

 



 

 

Aims of the Commission 

 

• To commission an original, permanent visual artwork that reflects the 
character and ethos of our school and our place at the heart of the community 
of Clonkeen College, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.   
 

• To enhance the school environment for pupils staff and visitors. 
 

• The artworks may  be two or three dimensional. 
 

• The artworks should be created in response to one or more of the designated 
indoor and outdoor sites as described in the brief. 
 

• The artwork may consist of a single piece of art or mulitple pieces.  
 

• If the artists choose to work in an abstract fashion, It would be appreciated if 
the finished product could be rendered using some of the materials used in 
the build. This would help to establish a relationship between the architecture 
and the artworks created in response to the brief. 

  

 

Site Locations 

 

The Clonkeen Design Team comprising: Mr Edward Melly (Principal), Ms Niamh Bell 
(artist and parent), Ms Laura Healy (Art teacher) has identified three sites that are 
suitable for this art commision. This list is not deemed to be conclusive as we feel 
the that it is important to allow the artists the space to respond to the whole school 
environment and thus an artist may propose to add site locations to this list. The site 
locations are labelled A,B,and C with photographs of each. Site visits will be 
organised for those shortlisted to Stage 2. Applicants attending site visits shall do so 
at their own expense.  

 

 



Location A 

This is an outdoor area to the left of the entrance to the school. It is a grand space 
with a two story elevation. The space has an enclosed roof above that would  act as 
a partial barrier to some of the narural weathering that will be inevitable, given the 
fact that it is an outdoor location. The Design Team have a preference for a high 
impact sculptural piece. It would be ideal if the piece could echoe the architectural 
build, by incorporating some of the materials used in the construction: wood, glass, 
steel, concrete, stone, sand and gravel. 

A suggestion has been made in relation to possibly creating a connection between 
the indoor and outdoor of the reception. A waiting bench indoors could be linked 
visually to an element of the sculpture outdoors. These are only suggestions and as 
stated previously, the brief is broad and open to interpretation. 

Photograph of Location A

 



Location B 

This is located within the foyer of the school’s reception area. It is a concrete 
frieze, with lanscape orientation. 

Photograph of Location B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Location C 

This is an outdoor  wall within a courtyard area to the rear of the school 
overlooking the school playing fields. It is accessed through doors outside of the 
Sports Hall, Art Department and Music Department.  

Photograph of Location C 

 



Competition Information 

 

The selection process will take the form of a two-stage process competition. It is 
open to all interested professional artists at any stage of their career or 
experience. Selection will be based on the information supplied, establishing the 
competence of the artists to carry out this commission.  

 

Timeline 

 

Friday 22nd June Deadline for Applications 
First week of July 2018 Applicants will be notified of results of 

shortlising and up to five artists will be 
invited to make Stage 2 proposals. 

September 2018 Shortlisted artists will be notified of the 
results of the competition. 

May 2019 It is envisioned that the commissioned 
work will be completed and installed by 
the end of May 2019. Final completion 
dates will be agreed with the successful 
artist.  

 

 

 

 

Selection Panel 

 

The Selection Panel will consist of nominees from: Board of Management, Parents 
Association, an independent artist and The Design Team (Principal, parent and 
teacher). 

 

 

 



Stage One 

 

• All submissions will be assessed and a shortlist of between three and five 
artists will be formed. 

• The commissioners shall not be liable for any costs or expenses in respect of 
successful or unsuccessful applicants for stage 1. 

 

Stage One Assessment Criteria: 

 

• Assessment of the capacity of the artist based on his/her artistic record to 
undertake and complete th eproposed commission 
 

• Assessment of the artists outline proposal 
 
 

• Assessment of the feasibility and suitability of the proposal within the 
allocated budget. 
 

• Assessment of the pre-qualification questionnaire (see apllication form) 
 
 
 
 
 

Applicants will submit the following material for Stage One 

 

• Completed application form (see below) 
 

• Current CV with details of relevant experience and attainments. 
 
 

• Include an attachment of three samples of previous commissions, or relevant 
work. 
  

• One typed page proposal, outlining general ideas and concepts for the 
commision. 
 



 
• Include drawings and illustrautons to comminicate your vision for the piece 

visually. 
  

• Any relevant examples of how your engagment with the wider community has 
been reflected in the creation of new work, either at a personal level or at a 
community level (If appropriate to your practice) 
 

• A minimum of two references from (a) bodies with whom you have completed 
commissioned work or (b) arts organisations with whom you  have previously 
worked.  
 

• An outline budget including all material costs, installation costs, 
transportations costs and artists fees. 
 

Please Note 

 

• Artists are requested to register their interest to lhealy@clonkeencollege.ie , 
stating their interest in this project and reference Per Cent for Art 
Commission in the subject bar. All further communication will be emailed to 
to the registered artists. Interested and registered artists will have access to 
the architectural drawings.  
  

• Ensure that your application is clearly presented and complete 
 
 

• Applications must be clearly marked on envelope Per Cent for Art Scheme, 
Clonkeen college, Clonkeen Road, Blackrock , Co.Dublin 
 

• Applications will not be accepted by email 
 
 

• Deadline for submissions for Stage One is Friday 22th June 2018 
 

• Late applications will not be considered 
 
 

• All applicants will informed of the result of their application 
 

• The Selection Panel on behalf of Clonkeen College resereves the right not o 
proceed with any of the submissions received and to consider other 
appropriate courses of action 



 

Stage Two Applications 

 

The commissioner shall issue an official order for Stage Two that will detail the 
requirements for submission at this Stage. The school will not be liable for any costs 
or expenses in excess of €500 (inc.VAT and all other charges). Payments will follow 
the reciept of an invoice after presentation of the submitted proposal before the 
Selection Panel.  

 

The Successful Applicant 

 

• Will enter into a contract with Clonkeen College Board of Management 
 

• Shall agree a payment schedule as part of the contract 
 
 

• Will receive payments in accordance with the schedule outlined in the contract 
upon receipt of invoices and successful completion of the work 
 

• Must provide evidence of appropriate insurance 
 
 

• Must provide a breakdown of their expected expenditure for their proposal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Clonkeen College Per Cent for Art Scheme Public Art Commission 

                            APPLICATION FORM 

 
Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone: Landline: _______________ Mobile: __________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________ 

Pre-qualification questionnaire, please circle appropriate answer. 

 

1.1 If considered for this appointment, are you in a position to produce promptly a 
valid tax clearance certificate or C2 certificate from the Revenue 
Commissioners? 

Yes                     No 

1.2 If you are a non-resident candidate, are you in aposition to provide a statement 
of suitability on tax grounds from the Revenue Commisoners in Ireland? 

Yes                     No 

 

1.3 Are you capable of undertaking a project of the value agreed over a 6 month 
period, commencing in late 2018? 

Yes                     No 

 

1.4 Do you presently hold Employers Liability Insurance? 

Yes                     No 

 



1.5 If answered ‘Yes’ to 1.4, please state value. €__________________________ 

 

1.6 Do you presently hold Public Liability Insurance? 
 

Yes                     No  

1.7 If answered ‘Yes’ to 1.6, please state value. €____________________________ 

 

1.8 If selected for commission you will be required to undergo Gardá vetting in line 
with the school’s Child Protection Policy. Will you be willing to be Gardá vetted? 

 

Yes                     No 

 

Signature: ______________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


