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Introduction

South Dublin County Council would like to invite proposals for a highly visible, sculptural artwork at Glenview 

Roundabout, Tallaght on the N81. 

The commission is part of a large scale infrastructure project N81 Landscape Improvement Scheme and will 

be the first of three commissions in specified locations along the route.

This initial project at Glenview Roundabout should be a distinctive inviting gateway piece that marks the 

main avenue of approach into Tallaght town centre, the business and residential heart of South Dublin 

County. Submissions should demonstrate the County’s energy and dynamism, reflected in new residential 

developments, re-developments and increasing cultural diversity, in a fresh and colourful way. The County’s 

rich history with its young and vibrant present, are key to the identity of the County. 

The sculpture location is in the centre of an existing roundabout. Proposals should take into account the 

need for vehicular sightlines, the need not to impinge on traffic movement and safety. The sculpture should 

be a visual experience only and not invite tactile interaction. Other aspects of the landscape improvement 

works have been completed at this site.

N81 Landscape Improvement Scheme

The N81 is one of South Dublin’s main transport routes connecting significant numbers of commuters with 

Dublin city centre. It is only a few minutes drive from the national motorway network.  In a typical peak hour, 

some 1,000 cars pass along the N81 between Tallaght village and the M50. The annual average daily traffic at 

this location is 31,000. 

A journey along the N81 in the Tallaght area presents a series of snapshot views of the Dublin Mountains. 

Identified in the “Tourism Strategy for South Dublin County”  (pg. 12), as one of its most outstanding and 

striking natural features. The Dublin Mountain Way is a long distance trail that starts in Sean Walsh Park 

adjacent to the N81 in Tallaght and ends in Shankill, a distance of approximately 42km.

The N81 corridor also features Tallaght Stadium which is home to Shamrock Rovers FC, Sean Walsh Park 

Memorial Park children’s play facilities and landscaped parkland. 

The proposed area for the N81 Landscape Improvement Scheme is the stretch of the N81 from its junction 

with the N82 into City West to the junction with Old Bridge Road/Cypress Grove Road at the entrance to 

Templeogue Village.

The N81 Landscape Improvement Scheme is currently underway. Phase 1, from the M50 roundabout to just 

past the Glenview roundabout has been completed. Phase 2 was put out for tender in July 2020.
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N81 Public Art Commission Route 

It is planned to commission three public art works as part of the N81 Landscape Improvement Scheme at 

three specified locations. 

Identified on the map are the 3 key locations where public art commissions are proposed along the length of 

the N81. Photos and site maps are included in Appendix 2.

 • Location A: Jobstown, West Tallaght
 • Location B: Entrance to Sean Walsh Memorial Park, Tallaght Village
 • Location C: Glenview Roundabout, Tallaght 

This initial commission process is to select an artist for the first location – Location C Glenview Roundabout, 
Tallaght.

As part of this two stage commissioning process, artists may also present outline concepts for linking their 

proposal for Location C Glenview Roundabout, Tallaght to some or all of the other commission locations.

It is hoped the artworks at the three locations will reinforce the sense of a route, which gives insight to the 

characteristics of the area. These could be a series of works or individual works which are linked visually or by 

a theme. 

In commissioning an artist for Location C Glenview Roundabout, South Dublin County Council hope to 

appoint this artist as preferred candidate for some or all of the additional commissions. A Development Stage 

will follow with the preferred candidate and South Dublin County Council to approve proposals for additional 

artworks/projects.

It should be noted that South Dublin County Council will reserve the right to launch an alternative 

commission process for any of the two additional locations and may appoint different artists to each 

commission following Stage 2 or Development Stage.
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Finance

The value of the initial commission at Location C – Glenview Roundabout is €50,000. This amount is fully 

inclusive of all costs including fees to the artist, any necessary research, production/realisation, installations, 

insurance, documentation, maintenance file and VAT. 

All shortlisted artists, maximum of 5, will be paid a fee of €1000 for completing Stage 2 of the submission 

process.

The three additional commissions at Locations A and B, will have a budget of €45,000 each. Further details to 

be finalised at Development Stage. 

Selection Process - Stage 1  

This is an open submission 2 Stage competitive process. Stage 1 is open to any artist. It is an initial expression 

of interest process that will result in the shortlisting of a maximum of 5 artists who will progress to Stage 2.

Artists interested in submitting expressions of interest should complete the online application form that will 

request:

 • Summary of your proposal for the commission at Location C Glenview Roundabout, Tallaght 

(max 50 words)

 • Outline your concept and how you will approach to the commission (max 500 words)

 • Outline why you have applied for this opportunity and how you feel this proposal will best suit 

the N81 Scheme (max 150 words)

 • Indication of how this commission proposal would have the potential to expand from the initial 

proposal at Location C- Glenview Roundabout to the other commissions locations along the 

route (max 150 words)

 • Examples of three previous projects or relevant works. Include dates and locations (max 150 

words)

Support Material (upload files)

 • An indication of budget breakdown

 • A CV

 • Early stage visualisations or technical drawings

 • Images of previous work

Applications can be made via the online platform at submit.link/

Closing date for submissions is 5pm on the 5th of April 2021. Late submissions will not be accepted.
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Selection Criteria Stage 1

The proposals for Stage 1 will be assessed by the selection panel using the following criteria:

 • Concept and relevance to the commissioning context (35/100)

 • Quality and originality of the artistic ideas (35/100)

 • Quality of previous work and relevant experience (30/100)

Selection Panel

The Selection Panel for Stage 1 will be composed from the following:

 • Representatives of SDCC Project/Design Team

 • A local public representative

 • Two external art experts (artist and/or curator)

 • SDCC Arts Officer

 • SDCC Conservation Architect

Selection Process - Stage 2  

Stage 2 will be a limited competition with a maximum of 5 shortlisted artists. A detailed proposal for Location 

C Glenview Roundabout will be expected at Stage 2. Proposals will be required to provide a more detailed 

analysis of the concept, methodology, technical information, time frame and finances. Visual representation 

of the proposed work in the context of the location will be expected (using maquettes, drawings, computer 

generated images, videos or photographs). 

Artists shortlisted to Stage 2 will be invited to expand on their concept for the two other commission loca-

tions. Detailed proposals for the two additional locations is not expected at Stage 2, a Development Stage 

will follow with the selected artist and South Dublin County Council to approve proposals for additional 

artworks/projects.

Artists, will be invited to consider public engagement as part of the Stage 2 development process.

Artists will be paid a fee of €1000 for completing the Stage 2 submission/application process.  

Selection Criteria – Stage 2

The proposals for Stage 2 will be assessed by the selection panel using the following criteria:

 • Artistic merit and distinctiveness of proposed artwork (25/100) 

 • Compatibility with the site and locality (25/100) 

 • Feasibility of proposal and technical considerations (25/100) 

 • Potential for further development of commissions for wider N81 Public Art Commission Route 

(25/100) 
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Timeline

Stage One:  Deadline for applications: 5 April 2021 at 12.00 pm

Stage Two:  Deadline for Stage 2 submissions: to be confirmed following Stage 1.

Installation:  Location C – Glenview Roundabout Q3/Q4 2021

Location A and B to be decided at Development Stage in conjunction with construction project schedule 

and artist timeline.

Queries

Applicants are welcome to make enquiries regarding the commission.  Answers to questions of a factual 

nature and not relating to conceptual or aesthetic questions will be shared on the application website.  

Queries should be sent via email to: cevans@sdublincoco.ie

The closing date for queries is Tuesday 23rd March 2021 at 12:00pm.
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Appendix 1: Additional Information

About South Dublin County Council

South Dublin County is one of four local authority areas in the Dublin region. South Dublin County Council 

provides a broad range of services including housing, roads, cultural and recreational facilities, enterprise 

units, fire services, community infrastructure and financial supports. It also serves as a platform for local 

democracy with 40 Councillors spread across six electoral areas. 

Bounded by the River Liffey to the north and the Dublin Mountains to the south, the County lies 

16 kilometres south west of Dublin city centre and has an administrative footprint of 223sq. kilometres. The 

County has 9 main villages Clondalkin, Lucan, Palmerstown, Rathfarnham, Tallaght, Templeogue, Saggart, 

Rathcoole and Newcastle and is bounded by adjoining counties of Wicklow, Kildare, Dublin City, Fingal and 

Dun Laoghaire. 

The county is home to 278,749 people. Tallaght, the administrative centre  of the county, is regarded as a 

thriving centre of business, culture, recreation and education. 

N81 Location and Surrounding Area
There is a rich heritage, including significant cultural and natural heritage, in the area the N81 passes through. 

In the immediate vicinity are many natural features such as Glacial Eskers, several Rivers (Poddle and 

Dodder) and extensive views to the Dublin Mountains which support a wide variety of beautiful and, in cases, 

rare bio-diversity. Human-made features such as Tymon Park and Sean Walsh Park also support heritage and 

biodiversity. Cultural heritage in the area is strong and this project is eager to explore the theme of universal 

heritage across cultures.

The project generally runs parallel to the Old Blessington Road which served as the major thoroughfare 

between Dublin and Wicklow, serving towns and villages along the way. The 4 locations proposed for artwork 

could serve to create a sense of dynamism along the route, allowing a link between different sections of the 

N81, and between the historic route and the modern thoroughfare. In addition, the N81 serves a corridor for 

movement for flora and fauna as well as people.

There is a long history of settlement in the area. Several existing features serve as markers of historic 

settlement. Extensive areas of residential development mark the expansion of Dublin and the new towns of 

the 1970s and 1980s. 

The area has an energy and dynamism that is reflected in new residential developments, re-developments 

and increasing cultural diversity. South Dublin County has one of the youngest populations in the country. 

There are several areas of cultural importance and large scale gathering along the N81 route such as Tallaght 

Stadium and the National Basketball Arena. Sean Walsh Park and Tymon Park, in the area, are well used parks 

for recreation, community, family, sports and cultural events and meeting / gathering places for people. The 

nearby Tallaght Institute of Technology acts as a seat of learning. 

Heritage and Biodiversity; Movement; People & Places are themes that might be explored by an artist when 

considering the commissions, but the artist is not limited to these themes.
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The initial project at Location C – Glenview Roundabout acts as a form of Gateway into and out of the 

Tallaght area. Once traffic passes the M50 heading westwards there is an outstanding view from here towards 

the Dublin Mountains and the Glenasmole area. Located adjacent to roundabout are three marker stones in 

the style of Ogham Stones featuring the placename ‘Tallaght’. 

This area features in Irish mythology. It is reputed to be the location of Oisín’s return from Tír Na NÓg in the 

legend of Oisín and Niamh of the Golden Hair. The Dodder River, which also flows through the Glenasmole 

Valley, flows in the valley close to this section of the N81. 

Consultations on the N81 Landscape Improvement Scheme offered suggestions that one of the 

commissions, close to Tallaght Village/ Sean Walsh Park  might commemorate the Fenian Rising of 1867;  the 

Leinster Roads Races (1930s to 1940s) or the monastic 8th century heritage of St Maelruain.

Appendix 2: Terms & Conditions

Application Conditions

 • Applications will only be accepted via the South Dublin County Council online application     

platform submit.link/ . Emailed, faxed or posted applications will not be accepted. 

 • Late applications will not be accepted.

 • South Dublin County Council and its agents reserve the right to document artists’ applications.

 • The selection panel, whose decision is final, has the right to clarify any issue which may arise 

during the course of the selection.

 • South Dublin County Council reserve the right not to award the commission if none of the      

proposals received are deemed to be suitable and in this instance reserve the right to pursue 

another procurement process. 

Freedom of Information

The provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 2014 apply to South Dublin County Council. 

Applicants should state if any of the information supplied by them is confidential or sensitive and should not 

be disclosed in response to a request for information under the aforementioned Act. Applicants should state 

why they consider the information to be confidential or commercially sensitive.

Submissions will be kept for twelve months for the purpose of documenting the selection process and 

ensuring transparency of the selection process.
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Terms and Conditions

 • The successful artist/s will be issued with a contract. 

 • The artwork must comply with Health and Safety standards. The successful submission will be 

subject to Health and Safety checks.

 • Child and Vulnerable Adults Protection: Selected artists will be required to follow national policy 

with regard to commissions involving interaction with children, young people and, vulnerable 

adults and where 

 • applicable undergo training in this area, as per national requirements.

 • The appointed artist/s will be required to have the following insurances:

 » Public Liability Insurance cover of €6.5 million with an indemnity to principal extension.

 » Employers Liability cover of €13 million with an indemnity to principal extension (where 

employees are engaged by the Artist in connection with the Commission).

 » Professional Indemnity insurance €1 million.

 • South Dublin County Council will not insure equipment belonging to the Artist or her/his          

associates.   

 • The contracted artist/s will be required to furnish a valid Tax Clearance Certificate for all stages of 

the commission.  

 • Applicants should note that all commissions awarded are VAT inclusive, (whether VAT liability lies 

with the artist or the Commissioner).  

 • Payments to the Artist will be made in accordance with the Prompt Payments of Accounts Act 

1997 and shall be processed on receipt of a valid invoice from the artist upon the sum becoming 

due.

 • Applicant is fully compliant with the following legislation:  

 » Employment Equality Acts 1998-2011 

 » Equal Status Acts 2000-2011

 » National Minimum Wage Act 2000 as amended 

 » Organisation of Working Time Act 1997 as amended

 » Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and Safety, Health and Welfare at Work     

(General Application) Regulations 2007

 » Disability Act 2005

                    AND 

 » have procedures in place to ensure that subcontractors, if any are used for this contract, 

apply the same standards.
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Appendix 3: Site Maps & Photos 
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Appendix 4: Local Context for Additional Artworks

Location A - Jobstown Plaza and Kiltalown, West Tallaght: 

Jobstown is a townland situated about 3km from the traditional village of Tallaght. It was historically a small 

rural farming community close to the western foothills of the Dublin Mountains. Today it is a well populated 

suburb, part of the ‘Greater’ Tallaght area, with a variety of community and social facilities, serving an 

economically disadvantaged area. 

In the nearby area are found several features of historical interest including Kiltalown House built in 1800 

which houses Tallaght Rehabilitation project. A part of The Pale Ditch, a medieval ditch that surrounded 

Norman Dublin was discovered in the grounds of Kiltalown House close to Jobstown and now bounds the 

N81 road for a section. 

In relation to the location for the Jobstown Sculpture, there is an upgrade of the existing junction at the N81 

and the Jobstown Road proposed to create a plaza area.
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Location B - Sean Walsh Memorial Park, Tallaght Village  

The proposed site for the artwork at Location B is at the entrance to Sean Walsh Park, which is located at the 

junction of Old Bawn Road, Tallaght village and the N81. A redeveloped plaza is proposed for this location. 

The proposal for this location can facilitate physical interaction if desired.

This park is located in the heart of Tallaght on the N81 and marks the start of the Dublin Mountain Way.  

Ornamental formal gardens lie side by side with attractive water features such as ponds and waterfalls. It is a 

popular park for family and community activities such as playing, walking and jogging. A vital local amenity 

for the Tallaght community since it opened in 1989. 

The park adjoins Old Bawn Road and provides a means of crossing to The Square Shopping Centre via a 

footbridge. Tallaght Stadium was officially opened in the park in May 2009 and is a purpose-built, 6,000-seat, 

state-of-the-art football stadium.

Sean Walsh Park lies opposite Tallaght Village and the new town of Tallaght. The suburban development of 

Tallaght began in the 1970’s. The development of the new town in the 80’s was built around Tallaght Village, 

which still retains its village character and connections to its medieval heritage. The new town features the 

Square Shopping Centre, Tallaght University Hospital and Technological University Dublin (TUD). 

Development of the new town continues as outlined in the current Local Area Plan. It promises new 

employment spaces; the development of Tallaght Stadium’s Fourth Stand; enhancement of the Square 

Shopping Centre; provision of cycling and pedestrian infrastructure links; provision of new schools; 

enhancement of existing green spaces; creation of a network of public open spaces; development of new 

transport interchange at the Square; an enhanced bus services across the centre and  the development of a 

district heating system (HeatNet).

Tallaght has a vibrant and intergenerational network of urban Irish speakers. This is supported by 

Gaelphobal Thamhlachta, a cultural association which grew out of Cumann Gaelach Thamhlachta, founded 

in 1974. Gaelphobal Thamhlachta opened a bilingual café named ‘Aon Scéal?’ as part of a cultural centre in 

the heart of Tallaght Village in December 2019. The café provides an outlet for people to socialise through the 

medium of Irish.

The area has a rich industrial and transport heritage. In the 17th and 18th centuries numerous mills were 

constructed along the Dodder River which runs in sections adjacent to the N81. The Dublin to Blessington 

Steam Tramway opened in 1881 passing through Templeogue and Tallaght Village and onwards to Wicklow. 

The Fenian Rising of 1867 saw the largest engagement of the rising take place at Tallaght. It was the last of 

the rebellions against British rule in Ireland prior to the 1916 Rising. The name originated with the Fianna in 

Irish mythology - groups of legendary warrior-bands associated with Fionn mac Cumhail. Mythological tales 

of the Fianna became known as the Fenian Cycle.

‘The Fenian rising’s greatest legacy was rhetorical not military. It was 150 years ago this week that the Provisional 

Government issued a Proclamation declaring an Irish Republic founded on the principles of equality and universal 

suffrage, sentiments echoed in its more famous 1916 successor.’ (Irish Times, 2017)
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In the 1930’s Tallaght hosted The Leinster Trophy, Irelands oldest Motoring Race.  It was hosted here on six 

occasions between 1935 and 1848 on a 6-mile circuit from Tallaght Village to Templeogue Bridge to Old 

Bawn crossroads via Firhouse.

Consultations on the N81 Landscape Improvement Scheme offered suggestions that one of the 

commissions, close to Tallaght Village/ Sean Walsh Park  might commemorate the Fenian Rising of 1867;  the 

Leinster Roads Races or the monastic 8th century heritage of St Maelruain and the Céile Dé.
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